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Appl. No. 09/213,510 

Amdt. dated August 12, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of March 12, '2003 



fiflETOWfi TO m% CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 9 without prejudice or disclaimer of the 
subject matter therein, and amend claims 1, 11, and 16 as set 
forth in the following listing of claims . 



1. (currently amended) A display unit, j 

i 

suitable for a vehicle, comprising; , > 

a dial assembly and a display located in 
a region of the dial assembly, the display comprising a liquid 
crystal screen with a front polarizing filter located on a front 
surface of the liquid crystal screen facing an observer, the dial 
assembly comprising a dial plate having an optical waveguide 
covered with a film with dial markings located on a front surface 
of the dial plate facing the observer, wherein 

i 

the front surface of the liquid crystal 
screen is arranged in the same plane as a front surface of the 
optical waveguide, the front surface of the liquid crystal screen 
contacting the front surface of the optical waveguide to form 
therewith a continuous surface; «ad 
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the polarizing filter of the display is 
arranged in the same plane as the film of the dial assembly and: 

the display unit, fu rther compriflea a 
\ \* fi l ret light source serving as a backlight, t o illuminate the Aia} : 
Bj.at3 r and a second liahf. source fl ft rvina aa a backlHahf. i-n 
illuminate the display. 



ft 



2. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the liquid crystal screen of 
the display comprises a front panel arranged in a cutout in the 
dial plate. 



3. (canceled) 



4, (previously presented) The display 
r Sff unit as claimed in claim i, wherein. the film covers the dial 

/f plate and the display, comprises a scale in the region of the 

display, and serves as the polarizing filter. 



5. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein the display is attached by 
bonding or clipping in the cutout in the dial plate. 
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6. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the liquid crystal Bcreen 
comprises a rear panel which is bonded to the bacJc of the dial 
plate . 



7. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein the optical waveguide abuts 
an edge of the display; and 

wherein the front panel of the display 
is connected to the optical waveguide so as to form a single 
component , 



8. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 2, further' comprising a support element 
located at the hack of the dial plate; and 

wherein the front panel of the display 
is fastened on the support element. 



Claim 9 (canceled) 



10, (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim l, wherein the dial plate comprises 
plastic. 
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11. (currently amended) A display unit, 
suitable for a vehicle, comprising: 

a dial assembly and a display located in 
a region of the dial assembly, the display comprising a liquid 
crystal screen with a front polarizing filter located in front of 
a front surface of the liquid crystal screen facing an observer, 
the dial assembly comprising a dial plate and a film with dial 
markings located on a front surface of the dial plate facing the 
observer, wherein the polarizing filter of the display is 
arranged in the same plane as the film of the dial assembly, uud,- 
asaemblv, 

wherein, the front polarising filter of 
the liquid crystal screen connects to the dial plate film so as 
to form a single component with a continuous surface, and there 
is an empty space behind the front polarizing filter and, 

the display unit fu rther Uprises a 
first light BQTirffft apryjng ap a hackliohh t-n iii 1ln Hn at - a the t»»i 
Plftte. End a second I jqht Bourne serving s a a hurlrHqiif. r ? 
illumina te fchft rH^ ay 



12. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 11, wherein said empty space serves as a 

lightproof channel. 



-5- 



— PAGE 5/10 * RCVD AT 11/18J2003 5:02:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR;USPTO-EFXRF-2/3 * DMS:7467730 * CSID:2127582913 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-14 



SENT BYiXerox Telecopier 7021 ; 1 1-18-03 ; 4:58PM I 2127582813- USPT0I# 6 



13. (previously presented) The display 
unit as claimed in claim 12, further comprising a frame for 
holding components of the liquid crystal screen. 

14. (previously presented) .The display 
unit as claimed in claim 13, wherein the frame includes the 
light proof channel. 



15. (previously presented) The display 
unit. as claimed in claim 13, wherein the frame is bonded or 
clipped into, a support of the dial plate. 



16. (currently amended) A display unit, 
suitable for a vehicle, comprising: 

a dial plate, a frame and a display, the 
display being located in a region of the dial plate and having a 
front surface, the display comprising a liquid crystal screen 
with a front polarizing filter, a front surface of the polarizing 
filter being on the front surface of the display, the dial plate 
having a film thereon and constituting with the film a dial 
assembly, wherein 

the front surface of the display, which 
faces an observer, is arranged in the same plane as a front 
surface of the dial assembly, which faces the observer, the front 
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surface of the display contacting the front surface of the dial 
assembly to form therewith a continuous surface; and 

wherein, in the contacting of the front 
surface of the display with the front surface of the dial 
assembly, the front polarizing filter of the liquid crystal 
screen is spaced apart from the liquid crystal screen to form 
therewith and with the frame an empty space behind the front 
polarizing filter, said empty space serving with the frame as a 
light proof channel for light incident from a side of the display 
to facilitate a reading of the display unit andi 

the display unit further comprises a 
first light source serving as a backlight to illuminate the dial 
plate, and a se cond light source servin g as a backlight to 
illuminate the display. 
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